
Year 3 Progression in Geography
Locational Knowledge Map skills Place Knowledge / Comparison Human / Physical Geography

YEAR 3
● Understand geographical

similarities and differences
through the study of human
and physical geography of a
region of the United Kingdom

● Name and locate counties
and cities of the United
Kingdom, geographical
regions and their identifying
human and physical
characteristics, key
topographical features
(including hills, mountains,
coasts and rivers), and
land-use patterns; and
understand how some of
these aspects have changed
over time

● Locate the world’s countries,
using maps to focus on
Europe (including the
location of Russia)

● Use the eight points of a
compass, four and six-figure
grid references, symbols and
key (including the use of
Ordnance Survey maps) to
build their knowledge of the
United Kingdom and the
wider world

● Physical geography,
including: mountains,
volcanoes and earthquakes

Cities, Counties and Countries
● I know the names and

locations of cities and
counties in the UK local and
relevant to me

● I know the names and
locations of European
countries relevant to me

● I will know the names and
locations of countries in the
Northern and the Southern
Hemispheres

Reading Maps
● I know how to use the 8

points of the compass
● I know how to use grid

references in a map
● I know how to use OS map

symbols

Mountains
● I know the key physical

features of mountains and
how they are formed

Volcanoes
● I know the key physical

features of volcanoes and
how they are formed

Earthquakes
● I know what an earthquake is

and how they are formed.



● I know how earthquakes are
measured and how different
earthquakes impact
differently.

Cities, Counties and Countries
● I will know the names and the

location of cities in the United
Kingdom, local and relevant
to me

● I will know the names and the
locations of counties in the
United Kingdom, local and
relevant to me

● I will know the names and the
location of European
countries on a World Map
and a globe

● I will know how atlases
provide information about the
features of places

● I will know the location of
countries in the Northern and
Southern Hemisphere

● I will know the key
differences between the
Northern and Southern
Hemisphere

Reading Maps
● I will know the 8 points of the

compass
● I will know how to use simple

grid references
● I will know the key features

of an OS map

Mountains
● I will know the location of

Mount Everest on a map or
globe and can describe its
position

● I will know the physical
aspects of Mount Everest

● I will know the names and
location of the mountains of
the United Kingdom using an
OS map

● I will know the names and
location of the 5 highest
peaks across the continents

● I will know how mountains
are formed

Volcanoes
● I will know where volcanoes

are formed
● I will know why a volcano

erupts
● I will know the structure of

volcanoes
● I will know the location of

volcanoes across the world
● I will know the use of

settlements and land next to
a volcano

Earthquakes
● I will know what an

earthquake is and how it is
formed



● I will know how earthquakes
are measured and that
different earthquakes will
impact differently

● I will know the significance of
the San Andreas Fault for the
people who live there

● I will know what a tsunami is


